REMARKS 

After entry of mis Amendment, the pending claims d** 5 1-5,7,8 andia.of 
which claim 1 is in independent torn. Claim 1 has been amended. On May 24, 2006, 
attorney to Applicant **» S. Charko*. parricipaKd in a Klaphone conference with 
Examiner Wilson to discuss the outstanding Office Action. This Amendment After Final sets 
ford, the agreement regarding the claims which the Examiner and the Applicants re«hed 
during the tdephone conference. Applicants would like to mat* Examiner WUson for taking 

An. to discuss the outsunding Office Action. Reconsideration is respecrfUUy requested. 

p ^fa. under » '' <j -r. simrbt and Wffla) 

Claims 1-5, 7 and 8 were rejeoed under 35 U.S.C. §102(» in vie* of U.S. Pann No. 

4,060,114 ,oMa»ushimal"*e Ma.su.hima -IMpatent"). Claim 12 was reject under 35 

TJ S C. §103(.) in view of the Matsushima • 1 14 patent. Applicants have amended claim 1 to 

ft. borehole has an uninterrupted, closed end." After discussion with the Examiner, k was 
determined rha, this language was unnecessary to distinguish the invention over the 
Matsushima - 1 14 pa*. Accordingly, mis language was deleted from the chums. 

Applicants respectfully submit tot the Matsushita '114 patent does no. disclose. 

vmstressed." 
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(232200-999.06, 



allowable over the Matsusbima *1 14 patent. Dependent claims 2-5, 7, 8 and 12 depend from 
independent claim 1 and are allowable for at least the same reasons as discussed above in 

connection wiih claim 1- 

In light of Applicants' amendments and remarks, a notice of allowance is respectfully 
requested. Should the Examiner have any questions or concerns regarding the amendments, 
remarks or the above-identified application, then a telephonic interview with the undersigned 
is respectfully requested to discuss any such questions or concerns and to accelerate the 
allowance of the above-identified application. 

No tee U believed due for this submission. However, should any fee be required, 
please charge all such fees to Jones Day Deposit Account No. 50-30 13. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: May 24, 2006 




Tason STCharkoyji&r 
Brian M.Roihery 
JONES DAY 
222 East 41 s ' Street 
New York, New Yorfc 10017 
(212) 326-3939 
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